
J.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION lit

6th & Walnut Sis , Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106

JAN 41973

Mr. Sidney Mallet, President
Malitovsky Cooperage Company
3(500 Smallman Street
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15201

Dear Hr. Mallet::

On or about: October 24, 11972 the United States Coast: Guard
noticed an oily material be:ing discharged, into the Allegheny River
,Bit: approximately mile point: 2.9. Our initial investigation
Indicated that the oily material originated! from the Malitovsky
Cooperage Company. You were officially Informed of federal involve-
ment: by way of a letter dated November 6, 1972 from Mr. Malcolm 0.
Castor Co you for which you acknowledged receipt; on November 7, 11372
A copy of that notification is attached. You were further notified
of federal concern, by way of a letter addressed to you from the
United States Attorney's o3ffi.ce for the Western District:-of Pennsyl-
vania dated November 13, 1972. A copy of that letter Is also
attached.

It: has been our primary objective since the" beginnings of our
Involvement with this incident to contain arid remove the discharged
material arid to eliminate the source: of any. further pollution. All
of the sampling, field investigations, and! analyses indicate not
only that the oily material which was discharged eniEinated Iron the
Malicovsky Cooperage Company but also, that there is,a continuing
dllticharg'E: of HiuillEtr Material when the Cooperage Company is in
operation. The dye tests performed by your own consultant conclu-
sively proved that material from the holding tank in acid for the
barrel drainage area is :Lnflit:railing the: abandoned 1874 sewer line
located in front of the Cooperage Company under 36th Street. The
dye tefitinjg; also showed that a considerable amount of the icjU.erial
which is discharged from the ""oil-water separator" through the
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company " s lateral Hewer line into the ALCOSAN interceptor IB also
Infiltrating Into the abandoned sever line Mentioned above. At the
present time It: 1« OUT beat estimate that: approximately 2000 gallons
of wute material is Infiltrating the abandoned 1874 newer lino each
day this Cooperage Company i» :Ln operation^

We have evidence thai: each title the Coopera;̂  Covpany <M; Hint 151 operation*
there is a flow oJ: plmit: (KJilElwiBt: notloEid In it he ahamloiiiEicl 1874 'sewer lime:
iilinoiait iaaedlacely . WE: have taken »iaiEipla« of the 'Material,, mui.lyEicH of lAlc
Indicate that it contaiu» appraKiiDately 7000 nig/1 oil lyrid {(ireaĵ e with a pB
of j,p;frc)3t:LiiLBit,'E:ly 12 .

You aic'ie: iiureiLy .B̂ rare of our atteniptEi l:n hEivo you reoiedy t.hiji
ua pollution problem,, WE: thought: you wera «hô d.iĉ  (jooii I tilth

you cori««n.ti2;d to have: an engineering iBitudy «:E the plutt:1l» waate tireatinetnt
iiyist'Eaii perf ormed . Hiowever , our hcpe;S %rere quickly dla'peljLedl when y;cu not:
only i:E:]:ui3i2ci to cooperate with the Environnuental Piotaction A^Esncy ' 13 on-Etcene
coordinator, hut: aliBo,, iilth your own consultant:,,

In en attecopt to pre¥ieiBt additional iiuBLtarlal lrc»ni reac:lkinK the river,,
concrete pilled uetie: placed in the abEtndoiMd 1874 isewar line at i:wo locations.
1Chat rcKinedly la at baat: tenqporary uid ire II.BIVEI,, In fact,, evlitence that the
Hiaterial iis at:JLll iBinteicing the ilwr., In itrty «venC:,, 11: la certain that: the
concret:*; plufctt will, not: be an adequate petiitanent solution to the probleio,.,

SdLnce WEI have been unable to obtain your cocp^ranlon in aolving t:hi»
aarioua ecological problem,, and since we Ibmve u»ed our beat ei^fortiBi to
minimi ise the deletcriouis ieii:i:ectis catiaed by the pollution lEuamnating from
Cooperate Coinpiiny, we are hereby officially '.notifying you that we are
withdrawing the on-acene coordinator.. Tha «:«:av,Eit:lon adjacent to the
Cooperage Company In 36th Street will be filled forthwith.

IHiia do en not: mean we axe wiChdicawiTLg 1::coni' the pToblEiin,, W<Et have been
working the Pennetyivania Department of Environmental tesourcea which plana
to co»imence lejg;al action against youi cooipany iBihortly. We are alao
iBixp^LoirinE; the poaaibility of filing a couament action in federal diatrlct
c:ourt. We intend to proceed with thia ca»e until all d<aleterioua ê fecta,,
pa»t:t present, tm<\ future,, that: have bctEtn caused and. will continue to be
canned by your flagrant d:Li;reg;ard for the enYlromaent are rei»ie:diad,.

Very truly yours*

JofiiEiph 11. Marino
Attorney
Enforcement IHvliS ion

Enclosures *

cc: George Hindi r E^iqulre
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